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The Messenger

| have come that they might have life . . .

It is 4:00 am. It is the fourth night of doing my two hour stint sitting up to watch my mother. One mon
ago she spoke of a sinus infection that did not seem to want to clear up; today we know she has can
and only days to live. We brought her home from the hospital four days ago. One could easily look a
scene unfolding and say it is a death watch. | contend we have been privileged to be part of a life wa

God has given us opportunity to celebrate the blessing of family and wonderful memories. We have
provided loving care to the woman who brought us into this world and taught us of life. There have b
laughter and tears and moments to be cherished forever. There have been fears; but in those fears v
embrace one another and turn to God. Talk of death has only been for the sake of releasing Mom to
that knows no sickness or sorrow. We know it is time for us to let go of the one who taught us of Jes
that she might go home to be with Him.

| am blessed to know this woman as my mother. | am more blessed to know Jesus as my Savior. It is
His death and resurrection that this past week has been a blessing. | have hope because he chose tt
For us death is inevitable, but for Jesus it was a choice. And in making that choice, He has given me
lifefi life that will never end.

This month we will observe Ash Wednesday. This is much more than the beginning of Lent. This sea
is our Life watch. This is our opportunity to walk with Jesus to His death and along the way learn of I
This is when we remember the sacrifice God has made to set us free from sin and make us family. L
our life watch.

| am one of seven children who know Mildred Heimsoth as mother; one of seven who have gathered
past week to praise God for the mother He has blessed us with and the family He has given us to cal
own. Mom asked once this week if she had died. | am so grateful that when | cry at her passing she
have no need to questibifior when Jesus welcomes her home there will be no doubt . Then what she
has known by faith will be fully realized. And all of heaven will rejoice . . . and so will I.

Blessings,

Pastor And have it to the full,3ohmo:10)

(Mildred Emma Heimsoth was called home to her Lord, January 11, 2012.)
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Hearts for Jesus

February is the month in which we doldearts for Jgstegram. This year we are jqin-
ST.PETER ing with other Lutheran schools in Micl
LUTHERAN SCHOOL  Society. This organization works in countries throughout the world to help childfen lea
about Jesus and to give them financial support through donations. As a school, we have adopted ong of the
children for $25 per month. When we started the adoption, | was not sure we would be able to raise $25 pel
month from our chapel offering. However, our students have come through and we average about $15 per ¢
service. We will continue doing special offerings for the rest of the school year, as well as in chapel, during F

ary to support this organization.

The students of grade8 &vould like to thank all of the people that attended the Baked Potato Bar befole the

Voterds Meeting on January 22. The money raiflsed
June. Also, thanks to the parents who helped organize and prepare the Baked potato Bar, especially| Christi
lips, Meshia Mandeville and Tammy Hartner.

In the last news letter the possibility of a new high school was discussed. The steering committee hap not 1
of this writing, so there is nothing new to report on. We should be able to tell you more in the March pewslet
as the committee is meeting on January 31. We ask that you keep this group in your prayers.

Al so, at the Voterds Meeting it was approved |t ha
after my retirement in June. | would ask for your prayers for Doug and for the whole school ministry gs we tr
sition to a new school administrator.

Dave Bremer, Principal

CLEANING THE SCHOOL

We are looking for some help with cleaning the school. We have lots of dates that are open, if
can help out and sigip for a week or even a day or a few days, please call the offi@24t 989
3178. the dates that are open:

February 137, March 125, 1922, 2629, April 912, 1619, April 3eMay 3, May-10

e

Ela/
-

1
PRESCHOO'_- _ _ e Enroll now for
We have a few immediate opening for preschool. If you are | Fesgo preschool
ested or know of someone who is interested, please call the ‘_

at 9892243178. We would love to have your child join our cl
Also, if you are thinking about signing your child up for Presc
in the fall, please call the office and we can have one of our
school Staff members talk with you, we look forward to heari
from you!
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COOKIE DOUGH FOR SALE

PTL still have some 3lbs tubs of cookie dough available in Peanut Butter & Choc
Chuck or Double Chocolate, each are only $8.00. If you would like to purchase
some, please call or stop by the office. You could have it just in time for the Sup
or for Valentineds Day, or just to F

| t 6s FI N A LMeiéris kowenakin@SERIP cards available| We

have them in $25 and $100. This is a good! Remember that a portion of ALL SCRIP
orders can be assigned to go towards tuition, church or the general fund. Itis a great
way to help reduce tuition payments or help out the éhurelall need to purchase
things now and then, why not plan ahead and order SCRIP. We always appreciate your
busined$ thank you!

Many of you know that this is Mr. P~ o=
to thank him for his many years of hard work & dedication as principal and Mi
School teacher hérdne will be greatly missed. Trusting God who brought Mr.
Bremer to us, we are excited to tell you that as of July 1, Mr. Doug Asiala will
as School Principal; Mr. Asiala will continue to teach 4th & 5th grades as well. X
gratulations to both Dave Bremer on retirement and Doug Asiala on a new po _

Lutheran Child & Family Services
January 4, 2012

Dear Friends,

Thank you for supporting LCFS of Michigan through your generous contribution of $1,420.00. Donations, su
as yours, are very important to the provision of the many programs we provide and help us meet many speci
needs of the children and families we serve.

Each day LCFS impacts the lives of literally hundreds of people, young and old, who are in need of one, or n
of our many services. By making this donation, you help equip our children and families
with the necessities they need to find renewed hope and restore troubled lives.

Thank you again for helping LCFS reach out to those in need. Your generosity
a very special meaning in their lives and to our staff who serve and support ther

Sincerely,
Robert G. Miles, President/CEQO
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Mission Possible: Going to Queens
The Senior High Youth are planning to go to Queens, NY, in Jt&8 (25
UYL to serve the people of that community through an organizationYtaliéd,
Mlsslons Workslt will be an experience to see New York City; it will be a privilege tc
Godods
We can use one more chaperone and three more team members.

peopl e there,

Speak with Pastor Heimsoth if you are interested in being part of the team!
In a way, we need all of you to be part of the team as we will begin raising funds to help offset th
cost of the trip this month. More than helping with funds, we ask you to keep this mission trip in \
prayers. Pray that we step forward in bolinessfear and we reflect the light of Christ to all we

meet.

t oo0.

We

Thank You

Nancy and | are so

grateful

f or t he

many,

W ¢

with cancer and her leaving us for heaven. It was my mother who prayed, pushed and engourag

Pastor Heimsoth

to become a pastor. In many ways she shaped my life and was ysed b
God to bring us to St. Peter. You do not know how much your prayers

and words of comfort mean to us. We sometimes struggle becau
is so far away, but are so blessed to call all of you family.

ke fan

and

ciated
sisters in Christ brings much joy to us! Thanks again!

we SO

enjoyed

t he

Leonard and Virginia Jastram

Memorials & Gifts
In loving Memory of Neva Flak & Ida Kenned§50

In Loving Memory of William & Elsie Hormar$100

In Loving Memory of Herman & Elenora $100
In Loving Memory of Earl Flegler $100
In Loving Memory of Mildred Heimsoth $105
In Loving Memory of Guy Snyder $10
Christmas & New Year Gift $50
Contribution $500

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

If there is a change in your addressaig phone
numbers, or even marital statiease let the of
fice know so that we can make
that change in our records & le
others know, too. '

Jacob Horman:

SSG Horman, Jacob
B Trp, 3126 Cav
FOB SPIN BOLDAK

We would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, goodies, and
well wishes this past Christmas; Pastor Heimsoth for his visits and the
Meals Ministry for remembering us with some dinners. It is much appre
--‘geleiggiodr brotrers and e ¢
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0Oh When Will They Ever Learn,

Oh When Wi ll They Ever Lilea
Those |ines from a favorite old folk sonlg c
pinesso6 recently in OUSA Todaydso (Dec. |12,
at Christianityods activities, but not this

money to support causes other than their own, bought more lasting peace, contentment, gnd joy
spending it on themselves.

A REAL SOCIAL NETWORK

0
This importance of social ties brings us to the particular b @5 i
liance of tithing. Done as most people envidiothdt is, giv- 9@%@? @ W
ing generously to your local chiérd¢hthing helps build the ul c}wanges evergtlﬂing

mate social network: a thriving community of people who
care for you, pray for you and help you in tough times. As

linger says of his church, "In our small groups, when ther
financial need, we encourage people to meet it."

People who have clekeit networks are happier and healthier than others, too. Breast cancer pa-
tients, for instance, are less likely to die or suffer a iethpgdave strong social ti€sher re-
searclhas found thadpending money nurturing strong socidl wesich for believers would include
their brothers and sisters in the faiiroduces greater happiness than spending on weak ties (othe
random people).

Of course, most tithers don't cite "happiness" as a reason for their generosity. When | put it that \
to Jennie Aguirre, an Arizona resident who tithes, she said, "That's a weird word. | think it make:
peaceful."

But both religious and nagligious types spend a great deal of money on the pursuit of happiness
buying bigger houses, flashier cars, the latest gadgets, even plastic surgaltgongndndgs. If a

tithe comes with a high likelihood of actually purchasing that elusive state, it starts to sound prett
cheap.

Laura Vanderkam, author of the for&kitdmiipney in the Worlds a member of USA TODAY's
Board of Contributors.

God was angry that His peopl e 0 NeW¥WRringthe elwle n ¢
‘ r tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. T
this, 6 says the LORD Al might
"9 floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there
room enough to store it.o

Sue Gabriel, Stewardship/Missions Coordinator
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http://jco.ascopubs.org/content/24/7/1105.full
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0017018

L 'te a.l I lS Has the phrase 'seasons of life’, ever been a part of conversations you

have had with friends or family? Our life situations are always changing with age, family, school, frie
careers, and even church. Maturing as God's children in our faith walk of life also places us in differ
'seasons of life'. First Corinthians 12:18 reminds us that no matter what season we are in we ffit perf
arranged, just as He wants us t@"beat in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of the
He wanted them to W&t season do you find yourself in now?

As we continue to plan for our L Team ministry, our prayer is that you will find a small group team th
will speak to your heart in the season you find yourself today! The following teams continue to deve
and grow. You are invited to be a part of these teams. We invite and encourage you to share with
your ideas for creating a new team. Providing you with the tools you need to start a team that works
you!

Live (Fellowship) Love (Serving) Learn (Bible Study)
Ed Mikula/photography Diane Thurston/"Hat" Ladies Sue Yelden/Monday evenings
Sandy Lockwood/dinner Christine Billips/Lansing ? Dave Bremer/Monday evenings
with friends Geri Jastram/sewing projects Pastor/Tues. afternoons
Nancy Heimsoth/?
Kim Kidder/?

Barb DeGrandchamp/Mon. evenings

*Look for specific times, dates, places, and information in upcoming weekly bulletins and worship

announcements.
**Possible additions: men's group, FEAT (Friday Evening Activity Group), prayer team, exercjse grc
What season are you in? Call and share your ideas and thoughts with the L Team committee,

Bill Horman, Nancy Heimsoth, and Kim Sperry

KITES! -- kill The Second (Mortgage): Several years ago, St. Peter Lutheran
Church, experiencing financial crises, took out a second mortgage. We owe just over $66,000 or
loan, and $234, 000 on the primary mortgage. While deemed necessary at the time, debt preven
from exploring the mission field God would have us move into. Last year through donations, and
speci al opportunities, we paid off and cl os:s
there.

Let us commit our hearts to God in 2012 to faithfully tithe for Hgeiog needs of the church

AND pledge sacrificial offeri ngsli@ndheaieriags) wr
to pay off the second mortgage. To complete the process in 2012, it will require an additional
$6000. 00 each month of 2012! This i kmfact,ot i
if 200 people gave $1.00/day or $33.00/month it would be paid off by Dec. 31, 2012!

Joyous giving unto the Lord can result in many untold blessings. How will God bless you in these
forts? Prayerfully consideraafditional offering for this effort.

The weekend of February 18 we will present our commitments to the Lord. Watch for the poster:
around church that show our progress. Be part of the Blessings!

e e



